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Surfing on asphalt with wear-resistant plastic bearings from igus 

 

The curfboard is a new type of sports equipment that combines surfing and skateboarding. The demands placed 

on its moving components, in particular the bearings in the front truck, are particularly high. These must be wear-

resistant, robust, maintenance-free and reliable even under the toughest ‘curf’ conditions. For this reason, the 

developers at curfboard GmbH (www.curfboard.com) have selected wear-resistant plain bearings made of iglidur 

Z and iglidur J350 high-performance polymers from igus. 

 

The innovative, special axles are designed to ensure the ‘ultimate surfing experience on wheels’. The patented 

4-hinge suspension truck is designed for pumping, both feet stay on the board. In addition, the board has better 

responsiveness, which makes it easier to steer. The demands placed on the components are therefore 

particularly high. While in skateboarding the axles and thus the bearings are loaded when cornering, in 

curfboarding they are exposed to permanent stress. To endure these stresses, Stephan Augustin, inventor of the 

curfboard, chose wear-resistant plain bearings made of iglidur Z and iglidur J350. 

 

In his search for the right plain bearings, he first conducted a four-month outdoor trial under the toughest 

conditions with bearings from various manufacturers. “After the evaluation, it was apparent that only the igus 

high-performance plastic bearings could meet the requirements,” explains Augustin. While metal/PTFE 

composite plain bearings were worn out, the iglidur plain bearings remained undamaged.  

 

igus iglidur materials are wear-resistant despite the permanent high loads. For the truck’s cantilever arm, the 

manufacturer chose the high-performance iglidur Z plastic for its high corrosion-resistance. This material is also 

characterised by its ability to withstand edge pressure. Plain bearings made of iglidur J350 are used at less 

stressed points. This material features low coefficients of friction on steel and aluminium and is insensitive to 

shocks and impacts. An added advantage for the curfboarder is that as iglidur bearings are lubrication-free the 

curfboard is maintenance free and no dirt can adhere to the bearings.  

 

For more information about iglidue plain bearings, please visit: www.igus.co.uk/iglidur or call igus directly on: 

01604 677240 

 

 

 

 

 



 

igus resources: 

 LiveChat with our technical team at igus.co.uk 

 Follow us at twitter.com/igusUK  

 Watch our videos at igus.co.uk/YouTube 

 Connect to us at igus.co.uk/Facebook  

 Read our blog at blog.igus.co.uk  

 

About igus: 

Based in Northampton in the UK and with global headquarters in Cologne, Germany, igus is a leading 

international manufacturer of energy chain systems and polymer plain bearings. The family-run 

company is represented in 35 countries and employs 4,150 people around the world. In 2018, igus 

generated a turnover of 748 million euros with motion plastics, plastic components for moving 

applications. 

 

With plastic bearing experience since 1964, cable carrier experience since 1971 and continuous-flex cable since 

1989, igus provides the right solution based on 100,000 products available from stock with between 1,500 and 

2,500 new product introductions each year. igus operates the largest test laboratories and factories in its sector 

to offer customers quick turnaround times on innovative products and solutions tailored to their needs. 

 

The terms igus, chainflex, CFRIP, conprotect, CTD, drylin, dry-tech, dryspin, easy chain, e-chain, e-chain 

systems, e-ketten, e-kettensysteme, e-skin, flizz, ibow, iglide, iglidur, igubal, manus, motion plastics, pikchain, 

readychain, readycable, speedigus, triflex, plastics for longer life, robolink and xiros are protected by trademark 

laws in the Federal Republic of Germany and internationally, where applicable. 

 

All other registered trademarks and trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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Email: mcampbell@igus.co.uk 
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